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2018 - 2019 “Italian Masters” Concert - October 19, 2018
The Clear Lake Symphony, with Music Director, Dr. Charles Johnson, starts its 43rd season in the Fall of
2018. The Symphony, recognized as a premiere community orchestra, is a member of ASCAP and BMI.
Its goals are to present classical music for the residents of the Bay Area and to provide opportunities for
the Bay Area musicians to create a variety of musical experiences for the enjoyment of the community.
Six regular season performances including the Christmas “Pops” will be held featuring various classical
selections and guest soloists. Join the Symphony as it celebrates its 43rd Anniversary with a brand new
“Season of Music featuring Masters of Music”.
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The Clear Lake Symphony will be performing the second concert of
their 2018-2019 season on Friday, October 19, 2018 at the Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church Auditorium located at 18220 Upper Bay Road across
from NASA Johnson Space Center. Celebrating their 43rd season, the
Orchestra will present a fun evening of MUSIC BY GREAT ITALIAN
MASTERS.
The Orchestra will be led by Dr. Charles Johnson, in his 38th year as
Conductor and Musical Director of the Clear Lake Symphony.

Reminder: All concerts will be 
on Friday evenings at 7:30 
p.m. For a list of all the season 
concerts, please click on the 
following link: 
www.ClearLakeSymphony.org

Concert Tickets are available from Eye Trends, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks).  
Phone number: 281-488-0066.  Individual are: $13 adults, $10 senior citizens (age 55 & up) & $8 students. 
Tickets are also available at the concert ticket table the night of the concert. 

All concerts will be held at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Auditorium, 18220 Upper Bay Road in Nassau
Bay across from NASA Johnson Space Center at 7:30 PM (see concert dates).

Dr. Charles Johnson
Conductor                  

& Musical Director
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21st

Soloist
Michael Kasinger, oboe

The "William Tell" Overture is the overture to the opera William Tell, whose music was composed by Gi-
oachino Rossini (1792-1868). It premiered in 1829 and was the last of Rossini's 39 operas, after which he
went into semi-retirement (he continued to compose cantatas, sacred music and secular vocal music). The
overture is in four parts, each following without pause: Prelude: Dawn; Storm; Ranz des vaches ("Call to the
Cows"); and Finale: March of the Swiss Soldiers. There has been repeated use (and sometimes parody) of
parts of this overture in both classical music and popular media, most famously as the theme music for The
Lone Ranger in radio, television and film. -------Wikipedia

Ermanno Wolf-Ferrari (1876 - 1948) was an Italian composer and teacher. He is best known for his comic
operas. He also wrote a number of instrumental works, mainly at the very beginning and very end of his career.
The date of the ldillio Concertino is 1932 and is a work in four movements for oboe. -------Wikipedia

Suite in C Major, Op. 13 (“A Jean Hure"), I. Overture by Alfred Casella (1883 - 1947). Alfred Casella was
an Italian composer, pianist, and conductor. The Suite in C was written in 1910. From 1927-1929, he was the
principal conductor of the Boston Pops where he was succeeded by Arthur Fiedler. -------Wikipedia

Berceuse elegiaque, Op. 42 is an orchestral work by Ferruccio Busoni (1866-1924) written in 1909 as a
memorial to his mother, who died in May of that year. In the Berceuse, Busoni makes one of his first ventures
into the realm of atonality, exhibiting a highly original style that is all the more moving and impressive for its
resolutely quiet nature. The orchestration is delicate, exploiting the possibilities of tone color in a manner similar
to that in Schoenberg's "Five Pieces for Orchestra". Berceuse was premiered in New York City on 2-21-1911 in
a concert conducted by the ailing Gustav Mahler. The occasion was, as it turns out; the great
composer/conductor's final appearance. ------ Mark Satola

Balkis, Queen of Sheba is a ballet depicting the famous biblical tale of her visit to King Solomon. It was written
by Ottorino Respighi (1879-1936) in 1931 and intended as an evening-long ballet with singing. However, its
lavishness has kept it from view since its La Scala premiere. The ballet's original score adds an offstage band
and a wind machine, a chorus, tenor, narrator, sitar, and other exotic instruments. The premier was held in
1932 and featured nearly a thousand performers. There were enthusiastic reviews but only 11 performances.
The opulent score was too big and Respighi knew it. As Elsa Respighi wrote in her biography of her husband, it
was simply too big to enter the repertory. The publisher did not even undertake the expense of engraving a full
score and parts, publishing the work only in piano reduction. Respighi therefore decided to extract two
orchestral suites, but lived only long enough to produce this one.

------ Joseph Stevenson, Eiji Oue, and Karl Lozier

October 19, 2018
Program Notes for “Italian Masters” Concert

Soloist

Michael Kasinger, oboe

Michael Kasinger is currently a teacher and performer
in the Houston area, having performed with the Clear
Lake Symphony, Pasadena Philharmonic, Galveston
Symphony, Brazosport Symphony, and several
others. He has also played on cruise ships and in
musical pits on several other instruments, but oboe has
been his first and favorite ever since he started in 6th
grade.

Michael graduated from Clear Lake Middle School and
Clear Brook High School, then went on to get his
degrees in music composition from Taylor University and
Bowling Green State University before coming back to
Houston.
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Special Features

In-School Performances
The Symphony is dedicated to the musical education of our children and brings classical music to the
public schools, at no cost to the students or taxpayers, through classroom demonstrations and
discussions. The Symphony annually donates numerous tickets to the students to provide them with
the opportunity to enjoy a free symphony concert. For information, call Sherrie Matula (281) 486-0224.

Clear Lake Area Symphony Society
CLASS is a group of volunteers who assists with concert production on a regular basis, assuming the 
responsibilities for box office, handing out programs and greeting audience members.  For more 
information, call Sherrie Matula (281) 486-0224.  For more information or to become a CLASS member 
go to: http://clearlakesymphony.org/class.htm .

Special Contribution Recognition
The Clear Lake Symphony recognizes those patrons who donate $100 or more by including their
names in the Hall of Honor section of our subscription concert programs and on the Symphony web
site. The six categories as listed below are:

Underwriter -- $2500 or more
Sponsor -- $1000 to $2499
Benefactor -- $500 to $999

Patron -- $300 t0 $499
Donor -- $200 to $299
Friend -- $100 to $199

The Clear Lake Symphony is a non-profit organization with a 501 c(3) status with the IRS.  All contributions are tax deductible.
Make checks payable to: "Clear Lake Symphony". All contributions can be mailed to:

Clear Lake Symphony
Attn: Betty Wall

P. O. Box 890582
Houston, TX 77289-0582

Additional Ways to Support the Clear Lake Symphony
When you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price to Clear Lake 
Symphony at UH-CLC. Bookmark the link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/76-0035368 and 
support the Symphony every time you shop. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. 
Same products, same prices, same service.

Please support our symphony sponsors!  Some of our sponsors offer a discount at local 
restaurants.  Bring the coupon from the Symphony Program with you when going out to

dine and receive a 10% discount off your bill.

We thank our donors!
Your support helps the
Clear Lake Symphony

present classical music 
for the residents of the 

Bay Area!
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The Clear Lake Symphony will hold a competition on January 12 and 13, 2019 for young artists from
Houston area high schools, junior highs, and elementary schools. The winners are provided with a
scholarship and the opportunity to perform with the Symphony. The winners will perform on the March
22nd concert in 2019. For entry details, call (713) 639-0702. Applications and must be post marked by
November 26, 2018.

The aim of the Competition is to enhance music performance and appreciation by:
♦ encouraging promising students to prepare high quality performance materials
♦ aiding instrumental and piano teachers in the Houston/Galveston Metro Area in so encouraging their 
students
♦ provide opportunities for the students to perform with the Clear Lake Symphony before a live 
audience

Scholarship awards will be granted to the winner of each category in each Division.

Competition Rules

Any student residing in the Houston/Galveston Metro area is eligible to enter the Competition. A
student who wins the competition is ineligible to perform in the competition the following year. A former
Concerto Competition winner must wait for one (1) year before re-entering.

Junior Division - Students not having reached the of age 15 by September 1, 2018. 

Senior Division - Students having reached the age 15, but not having reached the age of 19 by 
September 1, 2018.

There are three separately judged instrumental categories in each division.
1) Winds & Percussion
2) Strings
3) Piano  

Any movement of a large work for solo instrument and orchestra is acceptable, provided that an
orchestration is readily available for the Symphony's use. All selections are subject to the approval of
the Clear Lake Symphony Conductor. Memory is suggested but not required.

It is the contestant's responsibility to determine, before their application is submitted, whether or not an
orchestration for their piece is available for the performance. If no orchestration is available, they
should choose another piece with which to audition and perform.

Each contestant must arrange for piano accompaniment using piano reduction for the
orchestration. Contestants should bring an original copy of the music for the judges to view during the
competition. The piece must be limited to no more than 12 minutes. The Competition Coordinator
has the authority to make binding decisions regarding conformity to competition regulations.

For more details and application form, please go to the Clear lake Symphony website at: 
http://clearlakesymphony.org/youth_concerto.htm

2018 - 2019 Season Youth Concerto Competition

Next Concert
Christmas “Pops” Nov. 30 and Dec. 1, 2018

7:30 PM
____at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church____

Join the Clear Lake Symphony for a delightful evening
of beautiful Christmas music with guests.

Gloria Dei Festival Choir.
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Season Tickets

Join us to celebrate the 43rd season with the Clear Lake Symphony! Season tickets for the 2018 - 2019
Season are currently available from EYE TRENDS, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to
Starbucks), 281-488-0066 (cash or checks only) or by printing and mailing the Ticket Order Form which
is in this newsletter.

If you would no longer like to receive future emails, please forward this email to webmaster@clearlakesymphony.org & insert “Unsubscribe” in the Subject field.
This email was sent by: 
Mike Matula
Clear Lake Symphony Webmaster

Please note that the musical
selections for the February 8 and
April 26, 2018 concerts have
changed.


