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2018 - 2019 “Great French Masters” Concert – February 8, 2019
The Clear Lake Symphony, with Music Director, Dr. Charles Johnson, starts its 43rd season in the Fall of
2018. The Symphony, recognized as a premiere community orchestra, is a member of ASCAP and BMI.
Its goals are to present classical music for the residents of the Bay Area and to provide opportunities for
the Bay Area musicians to create a variety of musical experiences for the enjoyment of the community.
Six regular season performances including the Christmas “Pops” will be held featuring various classical
selections and guest soloists. Join the Symphony as it celebrates its 43rd Anniversary with a brand new
“Season of Music featuring Masters of Music”.
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The Clear Lake Symphony will be performing the fourth concert of their
2018-2019 season on Friday, February 8th at the Gloria Dei Lutheran
Church Auditorium located at 18220 Upper Bay Road across from
NASA Johnson Space Center. Celebrating their 43rd season, the
Orchestra will present a fun evening of MUSIC BY GREAT FRENCH
MASTERS.

The Orchestra will be led by Dr. Charles Johnson, in his 38th year as
Conductor and Musical Director of the Clear Lake Symphony.

Reminder: All concerts will be 
on Friday evenings at 7:30 
p.m. For a list of all the season 
concerts, please click on the 
following link: 
www.ClearLakeSymphony.org

Concert Tickets are available from Eye Trends, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks).  
Phone number: 281-488-0066.  Individual are: $13 adults, $10 senior citizens (age 55 & up) & $8 students. 
Tickets are also available at the concert ticket table the night of the concert. 

All concerts will be held at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Auditorium, 18220 Upper Bay Road in Nassau
Bay across from NASA Johnson Space Center at 7:30 PM (see concert dates).

Dr. Charles Johnson
Conductor                  

& Musical Director
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21st

Soloist
Michael Kasinger, oboe

La Muette de Portici (The Mute Girl of Portici) is an opera in five acts by Daniel Auber (1782-
1871). The opera is loosely based on the historical uprising against Spanish rule in Naples in 1647.
The work has an important place in music history as the earliest French grand opera. It is also
known for its role in the Belgian Revolution of 1830. The opera, whose subject was revolution, was
to cap a three day festival to celebrate King William I’s fifteenth year of his reign. But the rebels pre-
ordained the final day of the festival would be the start of the Belgian Revolution.

Harold in Italy, Op. 16, H. 68 is a symphony in four parts with soloistic viola by Hector Berlioz
(1803-1869) in 1834. Niccolo Paganini encouraged Berlioz to write Harold in Italy. According to
Berlioz’s “Memoires,” Paganini had acquired a “superb viola,” a Stradivarious, but stated he had no
suitable music. He asked Berlioz to write a piece for him stating that Berlioz was the only one he
could entrust to the task.
The first movement refers to the scenes that Harold, the melancholic character, encounters in
mountains. In the second movement, Harold accompanies a group of pilgrims. The third movement
involves a love scene. In the fourth movement, spiritually tired and depressed, Harold seeks comfort
among wild and dangerous company, perhaps in a tavern.
Paganini did not hear the work he had commissioned until 1838, then he was so overwhelmed by it
that, following the performance, he dragged Berlioz onto the stage and there knelt and kissed his
hand before a wildly cheering audience and applauding musicians. A few day later he sent Berlioz a
letter of congratulations, enclosing a bank draft for 20,000 francs!

Valses nobles et sentimentales is a suite of waltzes composed by Maurice Ravel (1875-1937).
The piano version was published in 1911 and the orchestral version in 1912. The suite contains an
eclectic blend of impressionist and modernist music, which is especially evident in the orchestral
version.

Carmen is an opera in four acts by French composer Georges Bizet (1838-1875) and was first
performed by the Opera-Comique in Paris in 1875, where its breaking of conventions shocked and
scandalized its first audiences. Bizet died suddenly after the 33rd performance, unaware that the
work would achieve international acclaim within the following ten years. Carmen has since become
one of the most popular and frequently performed operas in the classical canon; the “Habanera” from
Act I and the “Toreador Song” from Act II are among the best known of all operatic arias. The opera
is written in the genre of opera comique with musical numbers separated by dialogue. It is set in
southern Spain and tells the story of the downfall of Don Jose, a naïve soldier who is seduced by the
wiles of the fiery gypsy Carmen. Jose abandons his childhood sweetheart and deserts from his
military duties, yet loses Carmen’s love to the glamorous matador Escamillo, after which Jose kills
her in a jealous rage. The depictions of proletarian life, immorality, and lawlessness, and the tragic
death of the main character on stage, broke new ground in French opera and were highly
controversial. After the premiere, most reviews were critical, and the French public was
generallyindifferent. Carmen initially gained its reputation through a series of productions outside
France, and was not revived in Paris until 1883. Thereafter, it rapidly acquired popularity at home
and abroad. The music has since been widely acclaimed for brilliance of melody, harmony,
atmosphere, and orchestration, and for the skill with which Bizet musically represented the emotions
and suffering of his characters.

————all program notes are excerpted from Wikipedia

February 8, 2019
Program Notes for “French Masters” Concert
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21st

Soloist
Michael Kasinger, oboe

Soloist

Brian Bires 
viola

Brian Bires was born in Portland, Maine and raised
in Houston, Texas. He is a graduate of Baylor
University with a Bachelors of Music Education degree
and is currently pursuing his Masters Degree in Viola
Performance at the University of Houston, Moores
School of Music. Brian is a former student of Dr.
Kathryn Steely and currently studying with the
Principal Violist of Houston Symphony, Wayne Brooks.

Bires has won several concerto competitions, including the Moores School of Music,
Baylor School of Music, Houston Civic Symphony and Clear Lake Symphony. He has
performed in master classes for Helen Callus, Caroline Coade, Josef Spacek, James
Dunham, Ivo van der Werf and Kathryn Plummer. Bires has been invited to perform with
the Prague Summer Nights Music Festival and the Methow Valley Music Festival in
Winthrop, Washington. He has won the Donald I. Moore Outstanding Senior Performer
Instrumental Division award from Baylor University. Brian has performed extensively
throughout the Houston and Waco areas as a soloist, orchestral and chamber musician.
Currently he is building a viola studio while attending University of Houston. Upon
completion of his Masters Degree, he will continue his education with a Doctor of Musical
Arts in Viola Performance. Besides being a dedicated musician, he likes to enjoy time at
home with his three dogs, Pablo, Po-Po, Nala, and his Umbrella Cockatoo, Fred. Bires
performs on a Thomas Perry viola, made in 1783.
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Special Features

In-School Performances
The Symphony is dedicated to the musical education of our children and brings classical music to the
public schools, at no cost to the students or taxpayers, through classroom demonstrations and
discussions. The Symphony annually donates numerous tickets to the students to provide them with
the opportunity to enjoy a free symphony concert. For information, call Sherrie Matula (281) 486-0224.

Clear Lake Area Symphony Society
CLASS is a group of volunteers who assists with concert production on a regular basis, assuming the 
responsibilities for box office, handing out programs and greeting audience members.  For more 
information, call Sherrie Matula (281) 486-0224.  For more information or to become a CLASS member 
go to: http://clearlakesymphony.org/class.htm .

Special Contribution Recognition
The Clear Lake Symphony recognizes those patrons who donate $100 or more by including their
names in the Hall of Honor section of our concert programs and on the Symphony web site. The six
categories as listed below are:

Underwriter -- $2500 or more
Sponsor -- $1000 to $2499
Benefactor -- $500 to $999

Patron -- $300 t0 $499
Donor -- $200 to $299
Friend -- $100 to $199

The Clear Lake Symphony is a non-profit organization with a 501 c(3) status with the IRS.  All contributions are tax deductible.
Make checks payable to: "Clear Lake Symphony". All contributions can be mailed to:

Clear Lake Symphony
Attn: Betty Wall

P. O. Box 890582
Houston, TX 77289-0582

Additional Ways to Support the Clear Lake Symphony
When you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price to Clear Lake 
Symphony at UH-CLC. Bookmark the link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/76-0035368 and 
support the Symphony every time you shop. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. 
Same products, same prices, same service.

Please support our symphony sponsors!  Some of our sponsors offer a discount at local 
restaurants.  Bring the coupon from the Symphony Program with you when going out to

dine and receive a 10% discount off your bill.

We thank our donors!
Your support helps the
Clear Lake Symphony

present classical music 
for the residents of the 

Bay Area!
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The Clear Lake Symphony was hold a competition on January 12 and 13, 2019 for young artists from
Houston area high schools, junior highs, and elementary schools. The winners are provided with a
scholarship and the opportunity to perform with the Symphony. The winners will perform on the March
22nd concert in 2019. A total of 43 contestants participated in this year’s competition. Winner’s photos
and bios will be posted later on the Clear Lake Symphony’s website and Facebook page.

2018 - 2019 Season Youth Concerto Competition

Next Concert
Youth Concerto Winner Concert

March 22, 2019, 7:30 PM
____at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church____

Join the Clear Lake Symphony  for an evening of beautiful music
featuring the winners of the Youth Concerto Competition.  

The Orchestra will also perform the 
Suppe - “Poet and Peasant” Overture.

A big Thank You to all the CLS Supporters who made
Year-End Donations and also purchased items in the
Christmas “Pops” Holiday Market Auction. Donors who
donated $100 or more will be posted in the Hall of
Honor in the concert programs and the CLS website.

Wind Division 
Junior Wind Division
Caroline Lawson, flute 

Senior Wind Division 
Roberto Campa, alto sax 
*Jack McBurnett, bassoon 

Piano Division 
Junior Piano Division
Humphrey Xu

Senior Piano Division
Randy Tan 

String Division 
Junior String Division
Timothy Feng, violin 
*Isaac Pan, violin

Senior String Division
Andres Ayerbe, cello 
*Kevin Chan, violin 
*Lauren Mathews, cello

* Honorable Mention only 
(will not be performing) 
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Concert Tickets

Join us to celebrate the 43rd season with the Clear Lake Symphony! Concert tickets for the 2018 - 2019
Season are currently available from EYE TRENDS, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to
Starbucks), 281-488-0066 (cash or checks only) or at the box office ticket sales the night of the concert.

If you would no longer like to receive future emails, please forward this email to webmaster@clearlakesymphony.org & insert “Unsubscribe” in the Subject field.
This email was sent by: 
Mike Matula
Clear Lake Symphony Webmaster

Please note that the musical
selections for the February 8 and
April 26, 2018 concerts have
changed.


