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2019 - 2020 Season Concert - October 25, 2019
The Clear Lake Symphony, with Music Director, Dr. Charles Johnson, starts its 44th season in the Fall of
2019. The Symphony, recognized as a premiere community orchestra, is a member of ASCAP and BMI.
Its goals are to present classical music for the residents of the Bay Area and to provide opportunities for
the Bay Area musicians to create a variety of musical experiences for the enjoyment of the community.
Six regular season performances including the Christmas “Pops” will be held featuring various classical
selections and guest soloists. Join the Symphony as it celebrates its 44th Anniversary with a brand new
“Season of Music”.
All concerts will be held at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Auditorium, 18220 Upper Bay Road in Nassau
Bay across from NASA Johnson Space Center at 7:30 PM (see concert dates).
The Clear Lake Symphony will be performing the second concert of
their 2019-2020 season on Friday, October 25, 2019 at the Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church Auditorium located at 18220 Upper Bay Road across
from NASA Johnson Space Center. Celebrating their 44th season, the
Orchestra will present music of the Royal Hungarian Academy of
Music composers. The Orchestra will be led by Dr. Charles A. Johnson,
in his 39th year as Conductor and Musical Director of the Clear Lake
Symphony.

Clear Lake Symphony
Program - October 25, 2019
Hungarian Rhapsody No. 2

Liszt

Suite from “The Veil of Pierrette”
I. Pierrot’s love lament
II. Waltz
III. Merry funeral march
IV. Wedding waltz

Dohnanyi

INTERMISSION

Game of Pairs from Concerto for Orchestra

Bartok

Hary Janos Suite
I. Prelude: The Fairy Tale Begins
II. Viennese Musical Clock
III. Song
IV. The Battle and Defeat of Napoleon
V. Intermezzo
VI. Entrance of the Emperor and His Court

Kodaly

Dr. Charles A. Johnson
Conductor and Musical Director

Dr. Charles Johnson
Conductor
& Musical Director
Reminder: All concerts will be
on Friday evenings at 7:30
p.m. For a list of all the season
concerts, please click on the
following link:
www.ClearLakeSymphony.org

Next Concert
Christmas “Pops” Dec. 6 and Dec. 7, 2019
7:30 PM
—— at Gl oria Dei L uther an Church——

Join the Clear Lake Symphony for a delightf ul evening of beautiful
Christmas music with guests, Gloria Dei Chorale.

Concert Tickets are available from Eye Trends, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks).
Phone number: 281-488-0066. Individual are: $13 adults, $10 senior citizens (age 55 & up) & $8 students.
Tickets are also available at the concert ticket table the night of the concert.
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October 25, 2019 Program Notes
Hungarian Rhapsody No. 2 is the second in a set of 19 Hungarian Rhapsodies by
composer Franz Liszt (1811-1886) and is by far the most famous of the set. In both the original
piano solo form and in the version this composition has enjoyed widespread use in animated
cartoons. Its themes have also served as the basis of several popular songs. The Hungarian born
composer and pianist was strongly influenced by the music heard in his youth, particularly
Hungarian folk music. Composed in 1847, Hungarian Rhapsody No. 2 was first published as a
piano solo in 1851. Its immediate success and popularity on the concert stage led to an
orchestrated version.
Ernst von Dohnanyi (1877-1960) was a Hungarian composer, pianist, and
conductor. He first studied music with his father and others, and at age 17 moved to Budapest and
enrolled in the Royal National Hungarian Academy of Music. He studied hard and obtained his
diploma before age 20. Influential teachers at the Academy were Istvan Thoman (a favorite student
21st
of Franz Liszt) and Hans von Koessler (a devotee of Johannes
Brahms’s music). These two
influences played an important role during Dohnanyi’s entire life: Liszt in his way of playing piano,
and Brahms in his compositions. Dohnanyi’s first published composition, his Piano Quintet in C
minor, earned the approval of Johannes Brahms, who promoted the work in Vienna. He became a
very successful musician and influenced the lives and music of several of his contemporaries,
including Bartok and Kodaly, by promoting their music. The Veil of Pierrette was a ballet (still
occasionally performed in Europe) written while Dohnanyi was in Berlin 1905-1915. It was about
the Commedia dell’Arte characters and was his first notable success as a composer.
Bela Bartok (1881-1945) was a Hungarian composer, pianist, and
ethnomusicologist. He is considered one of the most important composers of the 20th century; he
and Franz Liszt are regarded as Hungary’s greatest composers. His Playing In Pairs : Concerto
for Orchestra challenges the educated listener on several fronts, starting with the title itself. A
concerto is a work for soloist and orchestra, yet here, the orchestra is also supposed to double as
the soloists. Bartok, in titling the work, looked at how the instruments were treated within the
orchestra. Each section trades off becoming “the soloist” - with writing that makes the section show
off as both a soloist and a virtuosic player. The work was commissioned by theKoussevitzky Music
Foundation in 1943 and given its premiere with the Boston Symphony Orchestra, led by Sergey
Koussevitzky, in December 1944. The Concerto for Orchestra was one of Bartok’s last works
before his death of leukemia in September 1945. The second movement is familiarly called the
“Game of Pairs”. Starting with a stately drum beat, different pairs of instruments enter sequentially.
The first section moves up through the woodwind section: bassoon to oboe to clarinet to flute. The
second section starts with the trumpets, (first with, then without mutes), the trombones, and then the
horns. The bassoon begins again to start the third section, and, although much of the music is the
same as the first section, the accompaniment changes and nearly the whole orchestra gets
involved. The soloing pairs always remain at the forefront until the movement closes with the return
of the stately drum beat.
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October 25, 2019 Program Notes (cont’d)
Zoltan Kodaly (1882-1967) was a Hungarian composer, ethnomusicologist,
pedagogue, linguist, and philosopher. He is well known internationally as the creator of the
Kodaly Method. In 1926, Kodaly composed Hary Janos, a Hungarian folk opera (that is, a
spoken play with songs) in four acts. It is based on the comic epic The Veteran by Janos Garay.
The story is of a veteran hussar in the Austrian army in the first half of the 19th century who sits in
the village inn regaling his listeners with fantastic tales of heroism. His supposed exploits include
winning the heart of the Empress Marie Louise, the wife of Napoleon, and then single-handedly
defeating Napoleon and his armies. Nevertheless, he finally renounces all riches in order to go
back to his village with his sweetheart. That his stories are not true is irrelevant, for they are the
fruit of a lively imagination, seeking to create, for himself and for others, a beautiful dream world.
From the music if the opera, Kodaly extracted the orchestral Hary Janos Suite, a
popular piece in the classical repertoire. This notably includes the cimbalom, a traditional
Hungarian variant of the hammer dulcimer. Both the opera and the suite begin with an orchestral
“musical sneeze”, best explained in Kodaly’s own words: “According to Hungarian superstition, if
a statement is followed by a sneeze of one of the hearers, it is regarded as confirmation of its
truth. The suite begins with a sneeze of this kind! One of Hary’s group of faithful
listeners….sneezes at the wildest assertions of the old tale-spinner.

Dr. Charles A. Johnson, Conductor
Charles Anthony Johnson received his M.A. in composition and his Ph.D. in
musicology from the University of California at Los Angeles. As a student he
played violin and viola in the Stockton Symphony, University of Pacific, and UCLA
orchestras, performing with Roger Wagner, Lukas Foss, Jan Popper and others,
and was Assistant Conductor of the UCLA Orchestra.
From 1967 until 1978, Dr. Johnson was on the faculty of Sam Houston State University in Huntsville,
Texas, where he taught music history and theory and conducted the orchestra. While there, he also
established and was a member of the faculty string quartet, and from 1974 to 1978 was conductor of the
Bryan - College Station Chamber Orchestra.
Dr. Johnson was a violist with the Houston Ballet Orchestra from 1973 to 2013 and has also performed
with such groups and artists as the American Ballet Theater, Joffrey Ballet, Ballet Nacionale de Cuba, Royal
Ballet, Royal Canadian Ballet, Eva Marton, Jose Carerras, and others. He is presently in his 38th season as
Conductor and Music Director of the Clear Lake Symphony and was for six years the Conductor and Music
Director of the Houston Civic Symphony. Dr. Johnson has been a guest conductor of the Houston Ballet
and has conducted in Spain, Poland, and the Czech Republic. He has made recordings with the Bohuslav
Martinu Symphony and the Nueremberg Symphoniker.

Next Concert
Christmas “Pops” Dec. 6 and Dec. 7, 2019
7:30 PM
——at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church——
Join the Clear

Lake Symphony for a delightful evening of beautiful

Christmas music with guests, Gloria Dei Chorale.
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Special Features
Clear Lake Area Symphony Society
CLASS is a group of volunteers who assists with concert production on a regular basis, assuming the
responsibilities for box office, handing out programs and greeting audience members. For more
information, call Sherrie Matula (281) 486-0224. For more information or to become a CLASS member
go to: http://clearlakesymphony.org/class.htm .

Donations & Special Contribution Recognition
The Clear Lake Symphony recognizes those patrons who donate $100 or more by including their names in the Hall
of Honor section of our subscription concert programs and on the Symphony web site. The six categories as
listed below are:
Underwriter -- $2500 or more
Sponsor -- $1000 to $2499
Benefactor -- $500 to $999
Patron -- $300 t0 $499
Donor -- $200 to $299
Friend -- $100 to $199
The Clear Lake Symphony is a non-profit organization with a 501 c(3) status with the IRS. All contributions are tax deductible.

MAIL-IN DONATIONS
Clear Lake Symphony encourages donations of $500 or more to be made by check. This increases the value of
your donation by not incurring a PayPal processing fee. Make checks payable to: “Clear Lake Symphony”. All
contributions can be mailed to:
Clear Lake Symphony
Attn: Betty Wall
P. O. Box 890582
Houston, TX 77289-0582
ON-LINE DONATIONS via PayPal

CLS encourages donations of $500 or more to be made by check. Donations can be made on-line at:
https://clearlakesymphony.org/contributions/donate/

Additional Ways to Support the Clear Lake Symphony
When you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price to Clear Lake
Symphony at UH-CLC. Bookmark the link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/76-0035368 and
support the Symphony every time you shop. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know.
Same products, same prices, same service.

Please support our symphony sponsors! Some of our sponsors offer a discount at local
restaurants. Bring the coupon from the Symphony Program with you when going out to
dine and receive a 10% discount off your bill.
We thank our donors!
Your support helps the
Clear Lake Symphony
present classical music
for the residents of the
Bay Area!
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2019 - 2020 Season Youth Concerto Competition
The Clear Lake Symphony will hold a competition on January 25, 2020 for young artists from Houston
area high schools, junior highs, and elementary schools. The winners are provided with a scholarship
and the opportunity to perform with the Symphony. The winners will perform on the March 20, 2020
concert. For more details, please go to the Clear Lake Symphony website at:
https://clearlakesymphony.org/special-events/youth-concerto/. Applications must be submitted online by November 25, 2019. No mail-in application will be accepted by mail. Click this link for the
application: https://clearlakesymphony.org/youth-concerto-competition-application/.
The aim of the Competition is to enhance music performance and appreciation by:
♦ encouraging promising students to prepare high quality performance materials
♦ aiding instrumental and piano teachers in the Houston/Galveston Metro Area in so encouraging their
students
♦ provide opportunities for the students to perform with the Clear Lake Symphony before a live
audience
Scholarship awards will be granted to the winner of each category in each Division.

Competition Rules
Any student residing in the Houston/Galveston Metro area is eligible to enter the Competition. A
student who wins the competition is ineligible to perform in the competition the following year. A former
Concerto Competition winner must wait for one (1) year before re-entering.
Junior Division - Students not having reached the of age 15 by September 1, 2019.
Senior Division - Students having reached the age 15, but not having reached the age of 19 by
September 1, 2019.
There are three separately judged instrumental categories in each division.
1) Winds & Percussion
2) Strings
3) Piano
Any movement of a large work for solo instrument and orchestra is acceptable, provided that an
orchestration is readily available for the Symphony's use. All selections are subject to the approval of
the Clear Lake Symphony Conductor. Memory is suggested but not required.
It is the contestant's responsibility to determine, before their application is submitted, whether or not an
orchestration for their piece is available for the performance. If no orchestration is available, they
should choose another piece with which to audition and perform.
Each contestant must arrange for piano accompaniment using piano reduction for the
orchestration. Contestants should bring an original copy of the music for the judges to view during the
competition. The piece must be limited to no more than 12 minutes. The Competition Coordinator
has the authority to make binding decisions regarding conformity to competition regulations. For
detailed competition rules and regulations, click on this link: https://clearlakesymphony.org/specialevents/youth-concerto/youth-concerto-competition-rules-regulations/.
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2019 – 2020 Season Concerts
Join us to celebrate the 44th season with the Clear Lake Symphony! Tickets for the 2019 - 2020 Season
are currently available from EYE TRENDS, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks), 281488-0066 (cash or checks only). Tickets are also available at the ticket desk the night of the concert.

If you would no longer like to receive future emails, please forward this email to webmaster@clearlakesymphony.org & insert “Unsubscribe” in the Subject field.
This email was sent by:
Mike Matula
Clear Lake Symphony Webmaster
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