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2019 - 2020 Season Concert – February 7, 2020
The Clear Lake Symphony, with Music Director, Dr. Charles Johnson, starts its 44th season in the Fall of
2019. The Symphony, recognized as a premiere community orchestra, is a member of ASCAP and BMI.
Its goals are to present classical music for the residents of the Bay Area and to provide opportunities for
the Bay Area musicians to create a variety of musical experiences for the enjoyment of the community.
Six regular season performances including the Christmas “Pops” will be held featuring various classical
selections and guest soloists. Join the Symphony as it celebrates its 44th Anniversary with a brand new
“Season of Music”.
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The Clear Lake Symphony will be performing the fourth concert of their
2019-2020 season on Friday, February 7, 2020 at the Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church Auditorium located at 18220 Upper Bay Road across
from NASA Johnson Space Center. Celebrating their 44th season, the
Orchestra will present music of great composers when they were
teenagers - Mozart, Mendelssohn, and Korngold. The Orchestra will be
led by Dr. Charles A. Johnson, in his 39th year as Conductor and
Musical Director of the Clear Lake Symphony.

Reminder: All concerts will be 
on Friday evenings at 7:30 
p.m. For a list of all the season 
concerts, please click on the 
following link: 
www.ClearLakeSymphony.org

Concert Tickets are available from Eye Trends, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks).  
Phone number: 281-488-0066.  Individual are: $13 adults, $10 senior citizens (age 55 & up) & $8 students. 
Tickets are also available at the concert ticket table the night of the concert. 

All concerts will be held at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Auditorium, 18220 Upper Bay Road in Nassau
Bay across from NASA Johnson Space Center at 7:30 PM (see concert dates).

Dr. Charles Johnson
Conductor                  

& Musical Director
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21st

February 7, 2020 Program Notes
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791). The Symphony No. 6 in F Major, K. 43,

was composed in 1767 when Mozart was 11 years old. It was probably begun in Vienna and
completed in Olomouc, a Moravian town in which the Mozart family fled to escape a Viennese
smallpox epidemic. Its initial performance was at Brno on December 30, 1767. This was Mozart’s
first four-movement symphony, in which he introduced the Minuet and Trio for the first time, a
feature common in many of his symphonies thereafter.

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847). The Concerto for Violin and Piano in D minor,
MWV 04, was written in 1823 when he was 14 years old. Mendelssohn composed the work to be
performed for a private concert on May 25, 1823 at the Mendelssohn home in Berlin with his violin
teacher and friend, Eduard Rietz. He later revised the scoring, adding winds and timpani. A public
performance was given on July 3, 1823. It remained unpublished during Mendelssohn’s lifetime
and it wasn’t until 1999 when a critical edition of the piece was available.

Erich Wolfgang Korngold (1897-1957). The Sinfonietta in B Major, Op. 5 (written
in 1912) is the first large-scale orchestral work written by the 20th century Austrian composer. He
was age 15. A child prodigy, he became one of the most important and influential composers in
Hollywood history. He was a noted pianist and composer of classical music, along with music for
Hollywood films, and the first composer of international stature to write Hollywood scores. He wrote
the scores for 16 Hollywood films. Some of the films were:

A Midsummer Night’s Dream - 1935 
Captain Blood - 1935 with Errol Flynn
Anthony Adverse - 1936 = won an Oscar
The Adventures of Robin Hood - 1938 = won an Oscar
The Sea Hawk - 1940
Of Human Bondage - 1946

Next Concert  
 Youth Concerto Competition Winners 

March 20, 2020         7:30 PM 
  ——at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church—— 

 
Join the Clear Lake Symphony for a delightful evening of beautiful 

music featuring the winners of the annual Youth Concerto  
Competition.    The Orchestra will also perform  

Overture in C, Op. 115 by Beethoven  



Cheng-Wei Hsieh, violin

Clear Lake Symphony Newsletter Vol. 11 Issue 4
www.ClearLakeSymphony.org

Page 3 of  5

Guest Artists

Praised as a “musician with wonderful communicative and expressive quality”,
Xuefei Liu is a Chinese concert pianist. She performs solo recitals and
chamber music concerts throughout the USA, China, and various countries in
Europe. An active chamber musician, Xuefei Liu has worked with the Rolston
String Quartet, National Music Festival Orchestra, and the Modigliani Quartet.
Ms. Liu has had numerous award recognitions, including the first prize winner
of the International Music competition for Best Liszt Performance, grand prix of
the International Nice Cote d’Azur Piano Competition, and third place in the
Concours International de piano de la Ville de Gagny. Xuefei Liu received her
Bachelor of Music at the Eastern New Mexico University and her Master’s at
the Manhattan School of Music. Xuefei Liu is now pursuing her Doctoral of
Musical Arts degree in piano performance at the University of Houston with Dr.
Tali Morgulis.

From 1967 until 1978, Dr. Johnson was on the faculty of Sam Houston State University in Huntsville,
Texas, where he taught music history and theory and conducted the orchestra. While there, he also
established and was a member of the faculty string quartet, and from 1974 to 1978 was conductor of the
Bryan - College Station Chamber Orchestra.

Dr. Johnson was a violist with the Houston Ballet Orchestra from 1973 to 2013 and has also performed
with such groups and artists as the American Ballet Theater, Joffrey Ballet, Ballet Nacionale de Cuba, Royal
Ballet, Royal Canadian Ballet, Eva Marton, Jose Carerras, and others. He is presently in his 38th season as
Conductor and Music Director of the Clear Lake Symphony and was for six years the Conductor and Music
Director of the Houston Civic Symphony. Dr. Johnson has been a guest conductor of the Houston Ballet
and has conducted in Spain, Poland, and the Czech Republic. He has made recordings with the Bohuslav
Martinu Symphony and the Nueremberg Symphoniker.

Dr. Charles A. Johnson, Conductor

Charles Anthony Johnson received his M.A. in composition and his Ph.D. in
musicology from the University of California at Los Angeles. As a student he
played violin and viola in the Stockton Symphony, University of Pacific, and UCLA
orchestras, performing with Roger Wagner, Lukas Foss, Jan Popper and others,
and was Assistant Conductor of the UCLA Orchestra.

Born in Kaohsiung, Taiwan, Cheng-Wei Hsieh is currently pursuing his doctoral
degree at the University of Houston Moores School of Music, where he studies
with Dr. Kirsten Yon. In addition to his classical training, he also plays baroque
violin under the tutelage of Alan Austin. Mr. Hsieh serves as a Teaching
Assistant for the string area at the University of Houston, teaching private
lessons to undergraduate students and coaching chamber music. In addition to
attending multiple summer festivals in the united States and England, Mr. Hsieh
has enjoyed teaching and performing in the Annual Encuentro de Cuerdas for
the past three years, a pedagogical outreach program based in Tegucigalpa,
Honduras.

Cheng-Wei Hsieh
violin

Xuefei Liu
piano
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Special Features    
Clear Lake Area Symphony Society
CLASS is a group of volunteers who assists with concert production on a regular basis, assuming the 
responsibilities for box office, handing out programs and greeting audience members.  For more 
information, call Sherrie Matula (281) 486-0224.  For more information or to become a CLASS member 
go to: http://clearlakesymphony.org/class.htm .

Donations & Special Contribution Recognition
The Clear Lake Symphony recognizes those patrons who donate $100 or more by including their names in the Hall
of Honor section of our subscription concert programs and on the Symphony web site. The six categories as
listed below are:

Underwriter -- $2500 or more
Sponsor -- $1000 to $2499
Benefactor -- $500 to $999

Patron -- $300 t0 $499
Donor -- $200 to $299
Friend -- $100 to $199

The Clear Lake Symphony is a non-profit organization with a 501 c(3) status with the IRS.  All contributions are tax deductible.

MAIL-IN DONATIONS
Clear Lake Symphony encourages donations of $500 or more to be made by check. This increases the value of 
your donation by not incurring a PayPal processing fee.  Make checks payable to: “Clear Lake Symphony”. All 

contributions can be mailed to:

Clear Lake Symphony
Attn: Betty Wall

P. O. Box 890582
Houston, TX 77289-0582

ON-LINE DONATIONS via PayPal

CLS encourages donations of $500 or more to be made by check.  Donations can be made on-line at: 
https://clearlakesymphony.org/contributions/donate/

Additional Ways to Support the Clear Lake Symphony
When you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price to Clear Lake 
Symphony at UH-CLC. Bookmark the link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/76-0035368 and 
support the Symphony every time you shop. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. 
Same products, same prices, same service.

Please support our symphony sponsors!  Some of our sponsors offer a discount at local 
restaurants.  Bring the coupon from the Symphony Program with you when going out to

dine and receive a 10% discount off your bill.

We thank our donors!
Your support helps the
Clear Lake Symphony

present classical music 
for the residents of the 

Bay Area!
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2019 – 2020 Season Concerts
Join us to celebrate the 44th season with the Clear Lake Symphony! Tickets for the 2019 - 2020 Season
are currently available from EYE TRENDS, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks), 281-
488-0066 (cash or checks only). Tickets are also available at the ticket desk the night of the concert.

If you would no longer like to receive future emails, please forward this email to webmaster@clearlakesymphony.org & insert “Unsubscribe” in the Subject field.
This email was sent by: 
Mike Matula
Clear Lake Symphony Webmaster


