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2022-2023 Season - Youth Concerto Winners Concert - March 24, 2023
The Clear Lake Symphony, with Music Director, Dr. Charles Johnson, starts its 47th season in the Fall of
2022. The Symphony, recognized as a premiere community orchestra, is a member of ASCAP and BMI.
Its goals are to present classical music for the residents of the Bay Area and to provide opportunities for
the Bay Area musicians to create a variety of musical experiences for the enjoyment of the community.
Six regular season performances including the Christmas “Pops” will be held featuring various classical
selections and guest soloists. Masking is optional but encouraged in consideration of the symphony
players and the audience and social distancing where possible.
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Reminder: All concerts will be 
on Friday evenings at 7:30 
p.m. For a list of all the season 
concerts, please click on the 
following link: 
www.ClearLakeSymphony.org

Concert Tickets are available from Eye Trends, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks).  
Phone number: 281-488-0066.  Individual are: $13 adults, $10 senior citizens (age 55 & up) & $8 students. 
Tickets are also available at the concert ticket table the night of the concert. 

All concerts will be held at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Auditorium, 18220 Upper Bay Road in Nassau
Bay across from NASA Johnson Space Center at 7:30 PM.

The Clear Lake Symphony will be performing the 5th Concert of their
2022-2023 season on Friday, March 24, 2023 at 7:30 PM in the Gloria
Dei Lutheran Church Worship Center located at 18220 Upper Bay Road
across from NASA Johnson Space Center. Celebrating their 47th
season, the Orchestra will present a delightful evening of beautiful
music featuring the winners of the annual Youth Concerto
Competition.
The Orchestra will be led by Dr. Charles Johnson, in his 42nd year as
Conductor and Musical Director of the Clear Lake Symphony.

Dr. Charles Johnson
Conductor                  

& Musical Director

http://www.clearlakesymphony.org/
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21st

From 1967 until 1978, Dr. Johnson was on the faculty of Sam Houston State
University in Huntsville, Texas, where he taught music history and theory and conducted
the orchestra. While there, he also established and was a member of the faculty string
quartet, and from 1974 to 1978 was conductor of the Bryan - College Station Chamber
Orchestra.

Dr. Johnson was a violist with the Houston Ballet Orchestra from 1973 to 2013 and
has also performed with such groups and artists as the American Ballet Theater, Joffrey
Ballet, Ballet Nacionale de Cuba, Royal Ballet, Royal Canadian Ballet, Eva Marton, Jose
Carerras, and others. He is presently in his 39th season as Conductor and Music Director
of the Clear Lake Symphony and was for six years the Conductor and Music Director of
the Houston Civic Symphony. Dr. Johnson has been a guest conductor of the Houston
Ballet and has conducted in Spain, Poland, and the Czech Republic. He has made
recordings with the Bohuslav Martinu Symphony and the Nueremberg Symphoniker.

Dr. Charles A. Johnson
Conductor

Charles Anthony Johnson received his M.A. in composition
and his Ph.D. in musicology from the University of California at
Los Angeles. As a student he played violin and viola in the
Stockton Symphony, University of Pacific, and UCLA orchestras,
performing with Roger Wagner, Lukas Foss, Jan Popper and
others, and was Assistant Conductor of the UCLA Orchestra.

at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

May 12, 2023, 7:30 PM

Next Concert

Finlandia; In the Steppes of Central Asia;
“Hebrides” Overture; 

and Africa with guest pianist
Nancy Weems

Musical Travelog Concert

Clear Lake Symphony
wishes to express our special appreciation to the

George and Mary Josephine Hamman Foundation
for underwriting the January 2023 Youth Concerto Competition and

the March 2023 Concert featuring the Competition Winners.
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2023 Youth Concerto Competition Winners

Junior Wind Division

Quynn McCoy (Oboe) Winner, Junior Wind Division
“Sonata No. 1, Mvt. I & II” by Handel

Quynn is the daughter of Matthew and Alice McCoy. She is currently in
8th grade (age 13) at Seabrook Intermediate School in Clear Creek
ISD. She has studied oboe for 2 years and her music teacher is Ashley
Guillot. Quynn also plays violin and would say she is accomplished. She
runs cross country for her school. Quynn hopes to use her instruments to
earn scholarships and hopefully go to Duke. She wants to study medicine,
but not sure yet what area of specialization.

Senior Wind Division

Brandon Benson (tuba) Co-Winner, Senior Wind Division, Tuba
Concerto, 1st mvt., by Gregson. Age 15 and in the 10th grade at Ridge
Point High School. Brandon is the son of Jake and Stacey Benson. He
has studied the tuba for 4 years and is the student of Ali Jackson.
Brandon's goals are to study music performance in college and to play in
a professional symphony orchestra. When he is not practicing the tuba,
Brandon enjoys watching sports and playing in his church band.

Musical Achievements:
· TMEA Region 23 Band Member - 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017
· Music Doing Good Scholarship Recipient 2016 - 2017
· Houston Flute Club Denise Jennings Solo Competition - 1st prize 2016
· UIL State Solo Contest, 1st Division Rating 2014, 2015, 2016

Honorable Mention: Gilberto Torres Jr. (trumpet), "Concert for Trumpet" by Artunian. Music teacher: Randy 
Brennan.

The Clear Lake Symphony held a competition on Saturday, January 7 & 8, 2023 for young artists from Houston
Metro area high schools, junior highs, and elementary schools. The Youth Concerto Competition winners will be
provided with a scholarship and perform as a featured soloist with the Clear Lake Symphony at the Friday, March
24, 2023 concert at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church at 18220 Upper Bay Road, in Nassau Bay. A total of forty three
(43) participants participated in this year's competition.

Musical Achievements:
• 1st Chair, Regional Band (2022)
• 5th Chair, Regional Band (2021)
• Gold medal in solo and ensemble contest

Catherine Lawson (Trombone) Winner, Senior Wind Division
"Trombone Concerto for Denis Wick, Mvt. 1“ by Jacob

Catherine is the daughter of Curtis and Amy Lawson. She is a currently a 
Junior (age 17) at Kinder High School for Performing and Visual Arts in 
Houston. She has studied trombone for 7 years and her music teacher is 
Thomas Hulten. Catherine enjoys geology and other activities outside, 
such as hunting and exploring. She also loves to bake and spending time 
with her family, friends and pets.

Musical Achievements:
• All-State Band (2023)
• Jazz Houston Youth Orchestra (2021 - present)
• 1st Chair, placement in region jazz, orchestra, band, and area 

competitions 

No Honorable Mention

No Honorable Mention
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Junior  Piano Division

Senior Piano Division

Wendy Zhou (Piano), Winner, Junior Piano Division
Mozart - "Piano Concerto No. 23, Mvt III" by Mozart

Wendy is the daughter of Peilin Yang & Jun Zhou. She is the 4th grade (age 
9) at Keiko Davidson Elementary School in Katy ISD. She has studied piano 
for 5 years and is a student of Professor Timothy Hester.

Wendy, other than playing the piano, also enjoys swimming, reading, 
gymnastics and art.

Musical Achievements:
• Gold Medal in the Twelfth International Chopin Youth Competition (2021)
• 1st Place - Rochelle Liebling Kahan Child Piano Prodigies Competition (2020)
• 3rd Prize in the Houston International Music Competition (2021)

Aaron Zhu (Piano), Winner, Senior Piano Division
"Piano Concerto No. 1 in F# minor, Mvt. I" by Rachmaninoff

Aaron is the son of Hailing Zang & Guozhong Zhu.  He is a Junior (age 16) 
at Seven Lakes High School in Katy ISD. He has been studying piano for 8 
years and his previous music teacher was Douglas Rose and his current 
music teachers are John & Nancy Weems.  In addition to music, Aaron 
greatly enjoys reading, writing, and solving crosswords. He has an interest in 
the biomedical and neurological sciences, hoping to pursue these studies in 
a university alongside the continued development of his musical and 
pianistic capacities.

Musical Achievements:
• 3rd Place - Canadian Music Competition National Round (2019)
• Edmonton Kawanis Music Festival Scholarship winner (2016-2019)

Honorable Mention – Fu Chen, “Piano Concerto No. 1 in F# Minor, Op. 1, Mvt. I” by Liszt

If you would no longer like to receive future emails, please forward this email to Mike Matula, CLS Webmaster, 
at mkmatula@prodigy.net and insert “Unsubscribe” in the Subject field.
This email was sent by: 
Mike Matula
Clear Lake Symphony Webmaster
Email: mkmatula@prodigy.net

No Honorable Mention

mailto:mkmatula@prodigy.net
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Junior String Division

Senior String Division

Maureen Min (Violin), Winner, Junior String Division
"Violin Concerto No. 2, Mvt. I" by Wieniawski
Maureen is the daughter of Mikyoung Jun & Hank Min. She is currently 
a Freshman (age 14) at The Kinkaid School for the Performing 
Arts. She has been studying violin for 8 years and is the student of Dr. 
Mauricio Oliveros. Maureen enjoys musical theater, running cross-country, 
and playing tennis alongside with playing the violin. She hopes to become a 
dermatologist in the future, and she also wants to minor in violin 
performance in college to continue her musical journey forward.

Musical Achievements:
• 2ndt Place - 23rd Annual Immanuel and Helen B. Olshan Foundation Concerto 

Competition
• Houston Young Artist (2022-2023)
• Number One Ranking - TMEA Region 27 (2021)

1st Honorable Mention – Alvin Zhou, “Cello Concerto in A Minor, Op. 33, Mvt I-III” by Saint-Saens

2nd Honorable Mention – Arjun Chandupatla, “Violin Concerto in D Minor, Mvt. III” by Sibelius

Takeru Niihara (Violin), Winner, Senior String Division
"Violin Concerto, Op. 47, Mvt. I" by Sibelius

Takeru is Junior (age 17) at Kinder High School for the Performing Arts. He 
has been studying violin for 13 years and his initial music studies were in 
Japan and his current music teacher is Dr. Kirsten Yon. In Takeru's free 
time, he loves to build plastic models.

Musical Achievements:
• Liberec International Violin Academy
• Madeline Island Chamber Music 
• Bowdoin International Music Festival
• Concertmaster Region Orchestra (2021)
• Associate Concertmaster TMEA All-State Symphony (2022)
• HSPVA Concerto Competition Winner (2022)
• Coltman Chamber Music Competition quartet semi-finalist (2022)

Honorable Mention – Madeleine Hearn (Cello), "Cello Concerto in E minor, Op. 85, Mvt. I" by Elgar
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Thank You Melodie Shelton!
Many thanks go to Competition Co-Coordinator, Melodie Shelton for her tireless work to put 
this competition and concert together. A big thank you also goes to their committee who 
helped during the competition and the judges on January 7 & 8, 2023.

A fine job was done by the competition Judges. This year's judges were the following:

WIND & 
PRECUSSION 
DIVISION

PIANO DIVISION

STRING DIVISION

Dr. Charles Johnson
• Music Director & Conductor - Clear Lake Symphony
• Violist - Houston Ballet Orchestra (retired)

Robert Wall
• Associate Conductor – Clear Lake Symphony
• Orchestra Director – University Baptist Church
• Principal Clarinetist – Clear Lake Symphony

Michael Smith
• Band Director – retired
• French Horn player – Clear Lake Symphony

Fernando Medina-Caceres
• Concertmaster - Clear Lake Symphony
• Orchestra Director - Fort Bend ISD

Sara Styskel
• Orchestra Director - Clear Creek ISD
• Cellist - Clear Lake Symphony

Megan Miller
• Adjunct Strings Instructor - College of the Mainland
• Music Director - St. Mary's Catholic School
• Violist - Clear Lake Symphony

Dr. So Yoon Lee
• Piano Professor - Lone Star College

Dr. Charles Johnson
• Music Director & Conductor - Clear Lake Symphony
• Violist - Houston Ballet Orchestra (retired)

Bart Morrison
• Worship Pastor - University Baptist Church
• Pianist, Organist
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Special Features

Clear Lake Area Symphony Society

CLASS is a group of volunteers who assists with concert production on a regular 
basis, assuming the responsibilities for box office, receptions, promotion, and Ad 
sales.  For more information, call Sherrie Matula (281) 486-0224.  For more 
information or to become a CLASS member go to: 
http://clearlakesymphony.org/class.htm .

Special Contribution Recognition
The Clear Lake Symphony recognizes those patrons who donate $100 or more by
including their names in the Hall of Honor section of our subscription concert
programs and on the Symphony web site. The six categories as listed below are:

Underwriter -- $2500 or more
Sponsor -- $1000 to $2499
Benefactor -- $500 to $999

Patron -- $300 t0 $499
Donor -- $200 to $299
Friend -- $100 to $199

We thank our donors!
Your support helps the Clear Lake Symphony

present classical music for the residents of the Bay Area!

Make checks payable to: "Clear Lake 
Symphony". All contributions can be mailed to:

Clear Lake Symphony
Attn: Betty Wall
P. O. Box 890582

Houston, TX 77289-0582 Scan QR Code to make a 
One-Time, Monthly or 

Yearly Donation by PayPal

The Clear Lake Symphony is a non-profit organization with a 501 c(3) status with the 
IRS.  All contributions are tax deductible.

Or

Clear Lake Symphony encourages donations of $200 or 
more to be made by check. This increases the value of 
your donation by not incurring a PayPal processing fee.

http://clearlakesymphony.org/class.htm
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2022 – 2023 Season Schedule & Tickets
Join us to celebrate the 47th season with the Clear Lake Symphony! Tickets for the 2022 - 2023 Season
are currently available from EYE TRENDS, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks), 281-
488-0066 (cash or checks only).

If you would no longer like to receive future emails, please forward this email to webmaster@clearlakesymphony.org & insert “Unsubscribe” in the Subject field.
This email was sent by: 
Mike Matula
Clear Lake Symphony Webmaster

September 16, 2022
Fall “Pops” Concert

Popular Light Classical & Jazz Selections

October 21, 2022 
Spanish Heritage Concert

Featuring Dr. Joe Pouzar & Carole Pouzar
Overturf performing the Piazzola accordion and 

flute concert

December 2, 2022 
Christmas “Pops” Concert

Holiday Favorites

January 20, 2023 
Great Composers  Concert

Featuring music of Verdi, Wagner, and 
Beethoven

March 24, 2023
Winners - Youth Concerto Competition 

Music from Italy, Germany, Finland, Central 
Asia, and Spain with guest pianist Nancy Weems 

performing “Africa”

May 12, 2023
Musical Travelog Concert

2022 - 2023

47 Years of Great Music

Tickets will also be available for purchase at each of concert performance at the ticket box office.
Cash, checks and credit cards are accepted the night of the concert. Donations are also accepted!

Pricing: Adults - $13, Students - $8, Seniors (55 & up) - $10. 

mailto:webmaster@clearlakesymphony.org
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If you would no longer like to receive future emails, please forward this email to webmaster@clearlakesymphony.org & insert “Unsubscribe” in the Subject field.
This email was sent by: 
Mike Matula
Clear Lake Symphony Webmaster

Hall of Honor
Patrons as of March 24, 2023

UNDERWRITERS
($2500 & up)

SPONSORS
($1000 - 2499)

BENEFACTORS
($500 - 999)

PATRONS
($300 - 499)

DONORS
($200 - 299)

FRIENDS
($100 - 199)

Blanche Stastny Foundation
Chevron Matching Gifts (David and Cynthia Neal)
George and Mary Josephine Hamman Foundation
David and Cynthia Neal
ExxonMobil Foundation (C. Y. Cheng) and (Frank and Donna Jerz)
Joe and Linda Pouzar
Alice Steele

Anthony and Beverly Deptula
Harry and Marion Hulen
George Macke and Ida Diamond Foundation
Sharon and Russell Hall
LyondellBasell Matching Gifts (Keith and Kathleen Vogel)
Jana Rascoe
Keith and Kathleen Vogel

Rena Bozak
Phillip and Carol Burley
Alan and Dolly Edge
Mark and Laura Flippin
Ben F. Gilsan
Yvonne Guy
Faith Leyra
Jami Lupold of J L Photography
Erwin and Dagmar Meeh
Rebecca Merritt
Jim and Aggie Moore
Natalie and Albert Ong
Joan Peeples
Robert Ruplenas
Jim and Melodie Shelton
Joseph Spence
Laura Vincent

Wayne and Stephanie Buhrer
Sharon Perkins Hall
Katherine Hill
Roy V. Hood
Mickie and Mark Kasinger
Arlene Laughter
John and April Montgomery
Robert and Karen Rumford
Terry and Sheila Torrance

Nancy Bradley and Chris Mays
Mahvash Norsat, in memory of John Norsat
Betty and Gerry Stacy
Pat Swartley   
Randall Young and Mari Stockard-Young

mailto:webmaster@clearlakesymphony.org

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9

