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2022-2023 Season – “A Musical Travelog” Concert – May 12, 2023
The Clear Lake Symphony, with Music Director, Dr. Charles Johnson, starts its 47th season in the Fall of
2022. The Symphony, recognized as a premiere community orchestra, is a member of ASCAP and BMI.
Its goals are to present classical music for the residents of the Bay Area and to provide opportunities for
the Bay Area musicians to create a variety of musical experiences for the enjoyment of the community.
Six regular season performances including the Christmas “Pops” will be held featuring various classical
selections and guest soloists. Masking is optional but encouraged in consideration of the symphony
players and the audience and social distancing where possible.
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Reminder: All concerts will be 
on Friday evenings at 7:30 
p.m. For a list of all the season 
concerts, please click on the 
following link: 
www.ClearLakeSymphony.org

Concert Tickets are available from Eye Trends, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks).  
Phone number: 281-488-0066.  Individual are: $13 adults, $10 senior citizens (age 55 & up) & $8 students. 
Tickets are also available at the concert ticket table the night of the concert. 

All concerts will be held at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Auditorium, 18220 Upper Bay Road in Nassau
Bay across from NASA Johnson Space Center at 7:30 PM.

The Clear Lake Symphony will be performing the 6th Concert of their
2022-2023 season on Friday, May 12, 2023 at 7:30 PM in the Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church Worship Center located at 18220 Upper Bay Road
across from NASA Johnson Space Center. Celebrating their 47th
season, the Orchestra will present a Musical Travelog featuring music
of famous composers around the world with guest artist, pianist Nancy
Weems.
The Orchestra will be led by Dr. Charles Johnson, in his 42nd year as
Conductor and Musical Director of the Clear Lake Symphony.

Dr. Charles Johnson
Conductor                  

& Musical Director

http://www.clearlakesymphony.org/
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From 1967 until 1978, Dr. Johnson was on the faculty of Sam Houston State
University in Huntsville, Texas, where he taught music history and theory and conducted
the orchestra. While there, he also established and was a member of the faculty string
quartet, and from 1974 to 1978 was conductor of the Bryan - College Station Chamber
Orchestra.

Dr. Johnson was a violist with the Houston Ballet Orchestra from 1973 to 2013 and
has also performed with such groups and artists as the American Ballet Theater, Joffrey
Ballet, Ballet Nacionale de Cuba, Royal Ballet, Royal Canadian Ballet, Eva Marton, Jose
Carerras, and others. He is presently in his 42nd season as Conductor and Music Director
of the Clear Lake Symphony and was for six years the Conductor and Music Director of
the Houston Civic Symphony. Dr. Johnson has been a guest conductor of the Houston
Ballet and has conducted in Spain, Poland, and the Czech Republic. He has made
recordings with the Bohuslav Martinu Symphony and the Nueremberg Symphoniker.

Dr. Charles A. Johnson
Conductor

Charles Anthony Johnson received his M.A. in composition
and his Ph.D. in musicology from the University of California at
Los Angeles. As a student he played violin and viola in the
Stockton Symphony, University of Pacific, and UCLA orchestras,
performing with Roger Wagner, Lukas Foss, Jan Popper and
others, and was Assistant Conductor of the UCLA Orchestra.

Next Concert

September 15, 2023
7:30 PM

—at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church—

Join the Clear Lake Symphony for their
Fall “Pops” Concert and enjoy a delightful
evening of entertainment of Popular, Light

Classical, and Jazz Selections.
Robert F. Wall

Associate Conductor
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Clear Lake Symphony
Guest Artist - Nancy Weems, piano

Charles-Camille Saint-Saens
(9 October 1835 - 16 December 1921) 

Saint-Saens was a French composer, organist, conductor and pianist of the Romantic era.
Among the many destinations of his travels, North Africa was clearly the composer’s favorite.
In 1890 he traveled to Ceylon, then to Alexandria and Cairo. While in Egypt, he composed
Africa, a fantasy for piano and orchestra based on genuine North African sources. Saint-
Saens collected much of the region’s indigenous music, often transcribing themes on the spot.
In this manner he absorbed both the materials and techniques of North African music, which
he eventually employed in dozens of his own works.

…….by Joseph Stevenson

Nancy Weems, pianist and recently retired
Madison Endowed Professor of Piano at the University
of Houston Moores School of Music, has performed
extensively as a concert artist in the U.S., Europe, Asia,
Mexico, Russia, and Central America. As a United
States Artistic Ambassador, she represented the United
States in three international concert tours in fourteen
countries, and presented a solo debut recital at the
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing arts in
Washington, D.C.

She has appeared as guest artist with numerous orchestras and has given master
classes in conservatories in the United States, Europe, Asia, and the West Indies,
including at the Eastman School of Music, the Oberlin Conservatory of Music, Sungshin
Women’s University of Seoul, Korea, the International Piano Master Class Series of Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, and the Royal Academy of Music in London. A four-city tour of the
People’s Republic of China in 2016 included concerts, masterclasses and lectures in
Beijing, Nanjing, Shenzhen and Chengdu.

Ms. Weems often serves as an adjudicator of international competitions in the U.S.,
Asia, and Europe and is a frequent presenter at music teacher conferences worldwide,
including the MTNA state and national conventions and the World Piano Pedagogy
Conference. Her students have won top awards in numerous national and international
piano competitions, including the Music Teachers National Association, the Van Cliburn,
Leeds, Bach International, Sydney International, New Orleans International and
Tchaikovsky. An impressive number of her former students maintain teaching positions at
major universities and music schools in the U.S. and abroad, and many enjoy
professional concert careers worldwide. Her outstanding teaching career was recently
featured in a cover article in The Piano Magazine - Clavier Companion entitled “A Legacy
of Excellence - A Conversation with John and Nancy Weems.”

Other notable awards include the Texas Music Teachers Association Outstanding
Collegiate Teaching Award, University of Houston Faculty Teaching Excellence Award,
1995 Moores School of Music Faculty of the Year Award, and a Grammy Award
nomination in 1990.



Dr. Charles A. Johnson
Conductor
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Post Concert Celebration
of 47 Years of Great Music

Where: Gloria De Lutheran Church Life Center
When: Immediately after the close of the final season concert 

Please come and visit with the Conductor and Symphony
players after the concert for cake, coffee and lemonade and
celebrate the closing of the Symphony’s 47th season of providing
classical music to the residents of the Bay Area.

 Get an early start on the 2023 - 2024 season by purchasing 
advanced tickets for a cost savings of up to $20. With the 
advanced ticket purchase, you pay for 5 concerts and get the 6th

concert free.
 New season tickets will also be sold during the concert 

intermission if you can not attend the reception.
 See Page 6 of this newsletter for dates and music selection for the 

48th Season of Great Music.  Cash, credit cards & checks are 
accepted payment forms at the reception.

 Donations are welcomed to help fund the 48th Concert Season.  
Supporters are recognized in the CLS “Hall of Honor” in the 
concert programs and website.

Dr. Charles A. Johnson
Conductor

Help us celebrate Dr. Charles Johnson’s 
long career as conductor of the Clear Lake 
Symphony. 
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Special Features

Clear Lake Area Symphony Society

CLASS is a group of volunteers who assists with concert production on a regular 
basis, assuming the responsibilities for box office, receptions, promotion, and Ad 
sales.  For more information, call Sherrie Matula (281) 486-0224.  For more 
information or to become a CLASS member go to: 
http://clearlakesymphony.org/class.htm .

Special Contribution Recognition
The Clear Lake Symphony recognizes those patrons who donate $100 or more by
including their names in the Hall of Honor section of our subscription concert
programs and on the Symphony web site. The six categories as listed below are:

Underwriter -- $2500 or more
Sponsor -- $1000 to $2499
Benefactor -- $500 to $999

Patron -- $300 t0 $499
Donor -- $200 to $299
Friend -- $100 to $199

We thank our donors!
Your support helps the Clear Lake Symphony

present classical music for the residents of the Bay Area!

Make checks payable to: "Clear Lake 
Symphony". All contributions can be mailed to:

Clear Lake Symphony
Attn: Betty Wall
P. O. Box 890582

Houston, TX 77289-0582 Scan QR Code to make a 
One-Time, Monthly or 

Yearly Donation by PayPal

The Clear Lake Symphony is a non-profit organization with a 501 c(3) status with the 
IRS.  All contributions are tax deductible.

Or

Clear Lake Symphony encourages donations of $200 or 
more to be made by check. This increases the value of 
your donation by not incurring a PayPal processing fee.

http://clearlakesymphony.org/class.htm
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Winners of the 2023 Youth Concerto Competition

Wendy Zhou
Winner

Junior Piano Division

Aaron Zhu
Winner

Senior Piano Division

Quynn McCoy
Winner

Junior Winds Division

Catherine Lawson
Winner

Senior Winds Division

Maureen Min
Winner

Junior String Division

Takeru Niihara
Winner

Senior String Division
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Join us to celebrate the 47th season with the Clear Lake
Symphony! Season tickets for the 2023 - 2024 Season
are currently available from EYE TRENDS, 515 Bay Area
Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks), 281-488-0066
(cash or checks only) or by printing and mailing the
Ticket Order Form which is in this newsletter.

If you would no longer like to receive future emails, please forward this email to webmaster@clearlakesymphony.org & insert “Unsubscribe” in the Subject field.
This email was sent by: 
Mike Matula, Clear Lake Symphony Webmaster

Season tickets will also be available at the opening Fall
“Pops” concert on September 15, 2023 at the ticket box
office. After September 15th, only individual tickets for
the remaining season concert may be purchased.

One can save up to $20 by purchasing season tickets
and saves time by not having to stand in-line to
purchase tickets at each concert.

2023 - 2024 Season Schedule & Tickets

mailto:webmaster@clearlakesymphony.org
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2023 - 2024 Ticket Order Form
Name_______________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________
City ________________________State _____ Zip___________
Phone: (H) __________________ (W)____________________
Email_______________________________________________

Season Tickets - 6 Concerts, include Christmas
by Sept. 15th if individual ticket

_____ Adult $100 $20 ea.
______Student $50 $ 10 ea.
______Senior (55 up) $75 $ 15 ea.

Christmas ticket date: Saturday, Dec. 2

Christmas “Pops” – Ticket Only

General Admission: Saturday - 12/2

______Adult $20 ea. _______
______Student $10 ea. _______
______Senior (55 up) $15 ea. _______

Total Amount (tickets) $_____________

Special Contribution        $_____________

Total payment $_____________

PAYMENT: Make checks payable to: Clear Lake Symphony

Mail to: Clear Lake Symphony
P. O. Box 890582
Houston, Texas 77289-0582

or bring the filled-out form to the September 15th concert for 
your season ticket(s) purchase
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If you would no longer like to receive future emails, please forward this email to webmaster@clearlakesymphony.org & insert “Unsubscribe” in the Subject field.
This email was sent by: 
Mike Matula, Clear Lake Symphony Webmaster

Hall of Honor
Patrons as of May 12, 2023

UNDERWRITERS
($2500 & up)

SPONSORS
($1000 - 2499)

BENEFACTORS
($500 - 999)

PATRONS
($300 - 499)

DONORS
($200 - 299)

FRIENDS
($100 - 199)

Blanche Stastny Foundation
Chevron Matching Gifts (David and Cynthia Neal)
George and Mary Josephine Hamman Foundation
David and Cynthia Neal
ExxonMobil Foundation (C. Y. Cheng) and (Frank and Donna Jerz)
Joe and Linda Pouzar
Alice Steele

Anthony and Beverly Deptula
Harry and Marion Hulen
George Macke and Ida Diamond Foundation
Sharon and Russell Hall
LyondellBasell Matching Gifts (Keith and Kathleen Vogel)
Jana Rascoe
Keith and Kathleen Vogel

Rena Bozak
Phillip and Carol Burley
Alan and Dolly Edge
Mark and Laura Flippin
Ben F. Gilsan
Yvonne Guy
Faith Leyra
Jami Lupold of J L Photography
Erwin and Dagmar Meeh
Rebecca Merritt
Jim and Aggie Moore
Natalie and Albert Ong
Joan Peeples
Robert Ruplenas
Jim and Melodie Shelton
Joseph Spence
Laura Vincent

Wayne and Stephanie Buhrer
Sharon Perkins Hall
Katherine Hill
Roy V. Hood
Mickie and Mark Kasinger
John and April Montgomery
Robert and Karen Rumford
Terry and Sheila Torrance

Arlene Laughter
Nancy Bradley and Chris Mays
Mahvash Norsat, in memory of John Norsat
Betty and Gerry Stacy
Pat Swartley   
Randall Young and Mari Stockard-Young

mailto:webmaster@clearlakesymphony.org
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