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2023-2024 Season – American Composers Concert – May 3, 2024
  

The Clear Lake Symphony, with Music Director, Dr. Charles Johnson, started its 48th season in the Fall 
of 2023.  The Symphony, recognized as a premiere community orchestra, is a member of ASCAP and 
BMI.  Its goals are to present classical music for the residents of the Bay Area and to provide 
opportunities for the Bay Area musicians to create a variety of musical experiences for the enjoyment of 
the community.   Six regular season performances including the Christmas “Pops” will be held featuring 
various classical selections and guest soloists. 
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Concert Tickets are available from Eye Trends, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks).  
Phone number: 281-488-0066.  Individual are: $20 adults, $15 senior citizens (age 55 & up) & $10 students. 
Tickets are also available at the concert ticket table the night of the concert. 

All concerts will be held at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Auditorium, 18220 Upper Bay Road in Nassau 
Bay across from NASA Johnson Space Center at 7:30 PM.

The Clear Lake Symphony will be performing the 5th Concert of their 
2023-2024 season on Friday, May 3, 2024 at 7:30 PM in the Gloria Dei 
Lutheran Church Worship Center located at 18220 Upper Bay Road 
across from NASA Johnson Space Center.  Celebrating their 48th 
season, the Orchestra will present a delightful evening of beautiful 
music featuring American composers.
The Orchestra will be led by Dr. Charles Johnson, in his 43rd year as 
Conductor and Musical Director of the Clear Lake Symphony.

Reminder: All concerts will be 
on Friday evenings at 7:30 
p.m. with the exception of the 
Christmas “Pops” Concert 
which will be on a Saturday 
evening. For a list of all the 
season concerts, please click 
on the following link: 
www.ClearLakeSymphony.org

Dr. Charles Johnson
Conductor                  

& Music Director

http://www.clearlakesymphony.org/
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From 1967 until 1978,  Dr. Johnson was on the faculty of Sam Houston State 

University in Huntsville, Texas, where he taught music history and theory and conducted 
the orchestra.  While there, he also established and was a member of the faculty string 
quartet, and from 1974 to 1978 was conductor of the Bryan - College Station Chamber 
Orchestra.  
   
       Dr. Johnson was a violist with the Houston Ballet Orchestra from 1973 to 2013 and 
has also performed with such groups and artists as the American Ballet Theater, Joffrey 
Ballet, Ballet Nacionale de Cuba, Royal Ballet, Royal Canadian Ballet, Eva Marton, Jose 
Carerras, and others.  He is presently in his 42nd season as Conductor and Music Director 
of the Clear Lake Symphony and was for six years the Conductor and Music Director of 
the Houston Civic Symphony.  Dr. Johnson has been a guest conductor of the Houston 
Ballet and has conducted in Spain, Poland, and the Czech Republic.  He has made 
recordings with the Bohuslav Martinu Symphony and the Nueremberg Symphoniker.

Dr. Charles A. Johnson
Conductor

Charles Anthony Johnson received his M.A. in 
composition and his Ph.D. in musicology from the 
University of California at Los Angeles.  As a student he 
played violin and viola in the Stockton Symphony, 
University of Pacific, and UCLA orchestras, performing 
with Roger Wagner, Lukas Foss, Jan Popper and others, 
and was Assistant  Conductor of  the  UCLA Orchestra.

- at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church -
June 7, 2024, 7:30 PM

Next Concert

Overture to “Prince Igor” - Borodin
Symphony No. 2 - Brahms

Piano Concerto No. 1 - Prokofiev
Andrew Staupe, piano

“Borodin, Brahms, & Prokofiev” Concert
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Norma Terrazas Williams received her Bachelor of Music Degree in 
Flute Performance from the University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP) 
where she was a three-time concerto winner and featured soloist 
with the UTEP Orchestra.  The summer of 1988, she toured with the 
American Wind Symphony as principal flutist.  She received a 
Master of Music degree in Flute Performance from the University of 
Houston, where she also taught as the  assistant flute instructor.  
While at UH, she was invited to play principal flute for the inaugural 
Texas Music Festival.  In 1991, Norma was selected to play principal 
flute for the Classical Music Seminar Festival in Eisenstadt, Austria.  
Under the auspices of the Mexican government, in 1992, she 
performed in Veracruz, Mexico.  

Norma Williams

Guest Artists

The National Flute Association  invited her to perform at their annual convention in Charlotte, North 
Carolina in 2011.  In Houston, she has been a featured soloist with the Houston Civic Symphony and 
the Clear Lake Symphony.  Currently, she is owner of Celestial Harmonies, piccoloist of the Clear 
Lake Symphony, and maintains a thriving flute studio.  Her students have achieved regional, state, 
and national accolades as well.  Several have gone on to pursue careers in music throughout the 
USA and abroad. She and her husband, Jeff, have four sons, one daughter-in-law, one grandson and 
two granddaughters.  Norma is dedicating this performance to the memory of her brother, Jose 
Antonio Medina (whose birthday would have been on May 3) and also to the memory of her sister, 
Maria Enriqueta Dominguez.  Both were very supportive of her career as a flutist and were two of her 
most loyal fans. 

piccolo

Liam Ramsey-White (born 1996) started composition studies at the age 
of 12 when asked by his orchestra teacher to write a piece of music in 
lieu of a music history paper.  Liam received a Bachelors Degree from 
the Jacobs School of Music at Indiana University in both Music 
Composition and Music Education. There he studied composition with 
Don Freund, P. Q. Phan, Claude Baker, and Aaron Travers, and violin 
with Brenda Brenner.

Liam Ramsey-White

Since graduating, his works have been performed by orchestras across the country.  Several of his works 
have been featured on Editor’s Choice lists and state competition lists including the Texas PML and have 
been performed at national conferences such as TMEA, ASTA, and the Midwest Clinic.  Liam also loves 
to perform and is currently a member of the Pasadena Philharmonic, Clear Lake Symphony Orchestra, 
and Clear Lake Chamber Ensemble.  He is the director of orchestras at Creekside   Intermediate in 
League City, Texas.

composer/conductor

During his studies, Liam was a featured composer at IU’s New Voices Composition Competition where his 
pieces “Moon Halo” and “Scylla and Charybdis” were premiered by the IU orchestras.  He also participated 
in IU’s Kids Compose, a concert series in which local elementary students write melodies and composers 
orchestrate them for a performance by the IU Concert Band. 
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Violin
Fernando Medina, 
        Concertmaster
Bryan Bullaloe
Romeo Charcas
Roxy Cheatham
Tom Dinardis, 
         Principal Second
Emily Duin
Travis Hall
Dylan Huss
Lori Laird
Robin Lawler
April Montgomery
Liam Ramsey-White
Jess Slater
Sam Savanich
Carla Sugar
Emmanuel Torres
Jennifer Young

Viola
Sylvia Chien
Michael Kasinger
Theresa Kelly
Jose Martinez
Carol Mullenax, Principal
Jennifer Wicks

Cello
Daniel Ghan
Christian Ibanez,
Jaime Kowen
Alan Noblitt
Mark Varian, Principal
 
Bass
Laura Bolsen
Donovan Goins, Principal
 
 
Flute
Carol Barrett
Donna Jerz
Melodie Shelton, Principal
 
Oboe
Annabelle Lozano
Kate Newmyer, Assoc. Prin.
Jennifer Sanford, Assoc. Prin.
 
Clarinet
Katie McMullen
Robert Wall, Principal
 
Bass Clarinet
Linda Smith
 
Bassoon
Laura Anderson, Principal

Horn
Heather Hare
Michael Rupp
Lindsay Smith, Principal
Mike Smith
 
Trumpet
Kevin Henderson, 
     Assoc. Principal
Terry Houvouras
Roman Jakubas, 
     Assoc. Principal
 
Trombone
Austin Kelton
Mark Nguyen, Principal
Allen Ruiz

Tuba
Ramin Nosrat, Principal
 
Percussion
Heather Finley, harp
Ryan Johnson
Brandy Knust
Craig Schweitzer
Jim Shelton
Sheila Torrance
Betty Wall, Principal

Clear Lake Symphony
Dr. Charles A. Johnson, Conductor

Edward MacDowell
1860 -1908

Bruce Broughton
1945 -

William Grant Still
1985 -1978

Liam Ramsey-White
1996 -

Aaron Copland
1900 - 1990

American Composers Concert
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Special Features    

  
Clear Lake Area Symphony Society
      
CLASS is a group of volunteers who assists with concert production on a regular 
basis, assuming the responsibilities for box office, receptions, promotion, and Ad 
sales.  For more information, call Sherrie Matula (281) 486-0224.  For more 
information or to become a CLASS member go to: 
http://clearlakesymphony.org/class.htm .

Special Contribution Recognition
       

The Clear Lake Symphony recognizes those patrons who donate $100 or more by 
including their names in the Hall of Honor section of our subscription concert 
programs and on the Symphony web site.  The six categories as listed below are:

Underwriter -- $2500 or more
       Sponsor -- $1000 to $2499

Benefactor -- $500 to $999
        Patron -- $300 t0 $499
          Donor -- $200 to $299
          Friend -- $100 to $199

We thank our donors!
Your support helps the Clear Lake Symphony

present classical music for the residents of the Bay Area!

Make checks payable to: "Clear Lake 
Symphony". All contributions can be mailed to:

Clear Lake Symphony
Attn: Betty Wall
P. O. Box 890582

Houston, TX 77289-0582 Scan QR Code to make a 
One-Time, Monthly or 

Yearly Donation by PayPal

The Clear Lake Symphony is a non-profit organization with a 501 c(3) status with the 
IRS.  All contributions are tax deductible.

Or

Clear Lake Symphony encourages donations of $200 or 
more to be made by check.  This increases the value of 
your donation by not incurring a PayPal processing fee.

http://clearlakesymphony.org/class.htm
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Join us to celebrate the 48th season with the Clear Lake 
Symphony!  Concert tickets for  the 2023 - 2024 Season 
are currently available from  EYE TRENDS, 515 Bay Area 
Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks), 281-488-0066 
(cash or checks only).

If you would no longer like to receive future emails, please forward this email to webmaster@clearlakesymphony.org  & insert “Unsubscribe” in the Subject field.
This email was sent by: 
Mike Matula, Clear Lake Symphony Webmaster

Tickets will also be available for purchase at each of 
concert performances at the ticket box office.  Cash, 
checks and credit cards are accepted the night of the 
concert.  Donations are also accepted!

2023 - 2024 Season Schedule & Tickets

Adults - $20

Students - $10

Seniors (55 & up) - $15

Ticket Price:

mailto:webmaster@clearlakesymphony.org


Page 7 of 7

Clear Lake Symphony Newsletter Vol. 15 Issue 5
wwww.ClearLakeSymphony.org 

Hall of Honor
Patrons as of May 3, 2024

UNDERWRITERS
($2500 & up)

SPONSORS
($1000 - 2499)

BENEFACTORS
($500 - 999)

PATRONS
($300 - 499)

DONORS
($200 - 299)

FRIENDS
($100 - 199)

Blanche Stastny Foundation
George and Mary Josephine Hamman Foundation

Chevron Matching Gifts (David and Cynthia Neal)
Anthony and Beverly Deptula
ExxonMobil Foundation (C. Y. Cheng)
Harry and Marion Hulen
David and Cynthia Neal
Joe and Linda Pouzar
Alice Steele
Patricia Swartley

David and Brenda Diederick
Mark Frantz
Gulf South Pipeline – Matching Gift (Randall Young and Mari Stockard-Young)
Sharon and Russell Hall
LyondellBasell Matching Gifts (Keith and Kathleen Vogel)
George Macke and Ida Diamond Foundation
Mike and Sherie Matula
Linda J. Tayrien
Gene and Glenda Toole
Keith and Kathleen Vogel
Randall Young and Mari Stockard-Young

Rena Bozak and Vincent Berend
Phillip and Carol Burley
Jami Lupold of J L Photography
Erwin and Dagmar Meeh
Natalie and Albert Ong
Joan Peeples
Maria Robertson
Joseph Spence
Saing Svay
Walter Swartz and Debra Price
Robert and Renate Walker
Ronald and Barbara Weitenhagen

Wayne and Stephanie Buhrer
Ben Fredeking Gilsan Sr.
Micki and Mark Kasinger
Faith Leyva
Robert and Karen Rumford
Robert Ruplenas
Thomas Scarsella and Hilary Gibbs
Ron and Carlene Swofford
Terry and Sheila Torrance

Nancy Bradley and Chris Mays
Peter Gilmour
Arlene Laughter
Mahvash Norsat, in memory of Alfred Kerendian
Aaron Serwetman
Gerry and Betty Stacy
Laura Vincent
Robert and Betty Wall
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