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Dr. Charles Johnson - Guest Conductor
Charles Anthony Johnson received his M.A. in composition and
his Ph.D. in musicology from the University of California at Los
Angeles. As a student he played violin and viola in the Stockton
Symphony, University of Pacific and UCLA orchestras, and was
Assistant Conductor of the UCLA Orchestra.

From 1967 until 1978, Dr. Johnson was on the faculty of Sam
Houston State University in Huntsville, Texas, where he taught
music history and theory and conducted the orchestra. While
there, he also established and was a member of the faculty string
quartet, and from 1974 to 1978 was conductor of the Bryan-
College Station Chamber Orchestra.

Dr. Johnson was a violist with the Houston Ballet Orchestra from 1973 to 2013 and
has also performed with such groups and artists as the American Ballet Theater,
Joffrey Ballet, Ballet Nacionale de Cuba, Royal Ballet, Royal Canadian Ballet, Eva
Marton, Jose Carerras, and others. Dr. Johnson was the Conductor and Music
Director of the Houston Civic Symphony for 6 years, and Conductor and Music
Director of the Clear Lake Symphony for 45 years until his retirement in 2024.

Pianist Andrew Staupe is emerging as one of the
distinctive voices of a new generation of pianists. Andrew
has appeared as soloist with many of the top orchestras
throughout the United States and in Europe, including the
Baltimore Symphony, San Diago Symphony, Houston
Symphony, Minnesota Orchestra, Fort Worth Symphony,
Indianapolis Symphony, the George Enescu Philharmonic
in Romania, and many others.

Deeply committed to teaching, Andrew is an Assistant Professor of Piano at the University
of Houston, and formerly taught at the University of Utah. He is Artistic Director of the
young Artist World Piano Festival in Minnesota, and gives frequent master classes and
lectures around the united States. A native of Saint Paul, Minnesota, he earned his
Doctorate at Rice University with Jon Kimura Parker, and also studied at the University of
Minnesota with Lydia Artymiw.

Dr. Andrew Staupe – Guest Pianist

Andrew has performed recitals across the United States and extensively in Europe,
appearing in distinguished concert venues including the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam,
Rachmaninov Hall in Moscow, the Schumann Haus in Leipzig, and the Salle Cortot in
Paris. Other notable performances include concerts at Carnegie Hall and Steinway Hall in
New York, and the Kennedy Center and Library of Congress in Washington DC. He has
been heard twice on American Public Media’s “Performance Today,” and on Garrison
Keillor’s “A Prairie Home Companion” in 2004.


