
Clear Lake Symphony Newsletter Vol. 17 Issue 3
www.ClearLakeSymphony.org 

Page 1 of  9

Concert Tickets are available from Eye Trends, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks). 
Individual are: $20 adults, $15 senior citizens (age 55 & up) & $10 students. Tickets are also available at 
the concert ticket table prior to the concert. 

The Clear Lake Symphony “Sounds of Christmas” Pops Concert has become a Bay Area holiday tradition 
for many of our local residents. Treat the entire family to a yuletide performance of traditional Christmas 
music! So, get your family or group together and plan to join the Symphony for a wonderful holiday 
celebration.  Purchase tickets early from Eye Trends to avoid the long ticket lines at the ticket box office 
the day of the concert.  See  details below.

Celebrate Your Holidays With the Clear Lake Symphony

The Clear Lake Symphony will be performing the 3rd Concert of 
their 2025-2026 season on Friday, December 5, 2025 at 7:30 PM and 
Saturday, December 6, 2025 at 1:00 PM in the Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church Worship Center located at 18220 Upper Bay Road across 
from NASA Johnson Space Center.  Celebrating their 50th season, 
the Orchestra will present delightful music of the Christmas Holiday 
Season. The Orchestra will be led by Robert Wall,  Conductor of the 
Clear Lake Symphony.

Reminder: All concerts will be 
on Friday evenings at 7:30 p.m. 
with the exception of the 
Christmas “Pops” concert 
which will be on a Saturday. 
For a list of all the season 
concerts, please click on the 
following link: 
www.ClearLakeSymphony.org

http://www.clearlakesymphony.org/
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Next Concert – March 27, 2026
Youth Concerto Competition 

Winners Concert
7:30 pm

  

--at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church—
  

Mr. Wall received his Bachelor Degree in Music Performance from Lamar University 
in Beaumont, then attended the University of Idaho in Moscow, Idaho and was 
awarded his Master of Music in Performance.  After serving three years in the fourth 
Army Band, he did post   graduate work in Music at the University of Houston.  

Robert F. Wall
Conductor

Clarinetist and Conductor Robert F. Wall is a native 
Texan.  His early music training was received in the 
public schools of Beaumont, Texas where he was 
inspired by the legend of Harry James, another 
Beaumont native to play beautiful music.

Mr. Wall held the post of Principal Clarinet with the Clear Lake Symphony for 35 
years and in 1993 was named Associate Conductor, where he conducted the 
group in their annual Fall “Pops” and Christmas “Pops” concerts.  Mr. Wall was 
chosen as Conductor of Clear Lake Symphony in the spring of 2024 upon the 
retirement of maestro,  Dr. Charles Johnson.

Mr. Wall received his Bachelor Degree in Music Performance from Lamar University 
in Beaumont, then attended the University of Idaho in Moscow, Idaho and was 
awarded his Master of Music in Performance.  After serving three years in the fourth 
Army Band, he did post   graduate work in Music at the University of Houston.  
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“Giving Tuesday” – December 2, 2025
The Clear Lake Symphony has joined “Giving Tuesday”, a global 
day of giving that harnesses the collective power of individuals, 
communities and organizations to encourage philanthropy and 
to celebrate generosity worldwide.  “Giving Tuesday” is held 
annually on the Tuesday after Thanksgiving to kick-off the 
holiday giving season and inspire people to collaborate in 
improving their local communities and to give back in impactful 
ways to the charities and causes they support. Click here to go 
to the Symphony’s Donation page, on or before December 2, 
2025. You will be given the option to  making a one time or 
monthly donation.  Donations of any amount are welcomed! 

Phone # : _________________________________

If you would like to make a end of year donation, click on this link to make your 
donation by credit card via PayPal .  You can also make a donation by check and 
mail it  to: Clear Lake Symphony, P.O. Box 890582, Houston, TX  77289-
0582. Donors will be recognized on the Symphony’s “Hall of Honor” 
for donations of $100 or more on this web site and in the Symphony’s concert 
programs.

https://clearlakesymphony.org/contributions/donate/
https://clearlakesymphony.org/contributions/donate/
https://clearlakesymphony.org/contributions/donate/
https://clearlakesymphony.org/contributions/donate/
https://clearlakesymphony.org/contributions/donate/
https://clearlakesymphony.org/contributions/donate/
https://clearlakesymphony.org/contributions/donate/
https://clearlakesymphony.org/contributions/donate/
https://clearlakesymphony.org/contributions/donate/
https://clearlakesymphony.org/contributions/donate/
https://clearlakesymphony.org/contributions/donate/
https://clearlakesymphony.org/contributions/donate/
https://clearlakesymphony.org/contributions/donate/
https://clearlakesymphony.org/contributions/donate/
https://clearlakesymphony.org/contributions/donate/
https://clearlakesymphony.org/hall_of_honor.htm
https://clearlakesymphony.org/hall_of_honor.htm
https://clearlakesymphony.org/hall_of_honor.htm
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Violin
Steven Avalos
Brianna Atkins
Bryan Buffaloe
Madelyn Cabrera
Raul Colmenero
Tom Dinardis,
      Principal Second
Emily Duin
Kristen Franciotti
Travis Hall
Antonio Hernandez
Dylan Huss
Lori Laird
Robin Lawler
Joseph Mills
April Montgomery
John Pinckney
Liam Ramsey-White, 
        Concertmaster
Carla Sugar
Parsa Tari
Emmanuel Torres
Jennifer Young
 
Viola
Travis Baylor
Theresa Kelly
Ashleigh Loe
Jose Martinez
Carol Mullenax,
        Principal
Katie O’Sullivan-Cupitt
Jennifer Wicks

Clear Lake Symphony
Robert F. Wall, Conductor

Cello
Daniel Ghan
Christian Ibanez
Jaime Koran
Ivan Martinez
Julian Montez
Sara Neuman
Alan Noblitt
Mary Schultz-Staupe
Mark Varian, Principal

Bass
Becky Merritt
Casen Bury
 
Flute
Donna Jerz
Melodie Shelton, Principal
Norma Williams
 
Oboe/English Horn
Bonnie Haines, English 
Horn
Kate Newmyer, Assoc. 
Prin.
Jennifer Sanford, Assoc. 
Prin.
     
Clarinet
Katie McMullen
Linda Smith, Principal
 
Bass Clarinet
Kim Everett

Bassoon
 Laura Anderson, Principal       
Jordan Moreno

Horn
Ronald Todd
Edward Salinas
Lindsay Smith, Principal
Mike Smith
 
Trumpet
Kevin Henderson, 
     Assoc. Principal
Terry Houvouras
Roman Jakubas, 
     Assoc. Principal
Jonathan Persaud
 
Trombone
Lonnie Cox
Steven Remko
Josue Vasquez, Principal
 
Tuba
Ramin Nosrat, Principal   
   
Percussion
Heather Finley, harp
Ryan Johnson
Brandy Knust
Bart Morrison, organ
Craig Schweitzer
Jim Shelton, drum set
Sheila Torrance, piano
Betty Wall, Principal

Merry 
Christmas

from 

Clear Lake
Symphony
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2025 - 2026 Season Youth Concerto Competition
The Clear Lake Symphony will hold the competition on January 17, 2026 for young artists from 
Houston area high schools, junior highs, and elementary schools.  The winners are provided with a 
scholarship and the opportunity to perform with the Symphony.  The winners will perform on the March 
27th concert in 2026.  For questions, contact Melodie Shelton (Competition Coordinator) at 
shortmusic@gmail.com.  The Application Form is available at the link provded below. Applications 
must be submitted on-line by December 13, 2025. Any applications submitted after this time will not be 
considered. We will not accept any mail-in applications.

 The aim of the Competition is to enhance music performance and appreciation by:
 encouraging promising students to prepare high quality performance materials
 aiding instrumental and piano teachers in the Houston/Galveston Metro Area in so encouraging their 

students
 provide opportunities for the students to perform with the Clear Lake Symphony before a live 

audience 

Scholarship awards will be granted to the winner of each category in each Division. 

Competition Rules

Any student residing in the Houston/Galveston Metro area not over the age of 19 and not yet out of 
high school is eligible to enter the Competition.  A student who wins the competition is ineligible to 
perform in the competition the following year.  A former Concerto Competition winner must wait for one 
(1) year before re-entering.

Junior Division - Students not having reached the of age 15 by September 1, 2025. 

Senior Division -  Students having reached the age 15, but not having reached the age of 19 by 
September 1, 2025.

There are three separately judged instrumental categories in each division.
 1) Winds & Percussion
 2) Strings
 3) Piano  

Any movement of a large work for solo instrument and orchestra is acceptable, provided that an 
orchestration is readily available for the Symphony's use. All selections are subject to the approval of 
the Clear Lake Symphony Conductor.  Memory is suggested but not required. 

It is the contestant's responsibility to determine, before their application is submitted, whether or not an 
orchestration for their piece is available for the performance.  If no orchestration is available, they 
should choose another piece with which to audition and perform. 

Each contestant must arrange for piano accompaniment using piano reduction for the 
orchestration.  Contestants should bring an original copy of the music for the judges to view during the 
competition.  The piece must be limited to no more than 12 minutes.  The Competition Coordinator 
has the authority to make binding decisions regarding conformity to competition regulations.

 For more details and the on-line application form, please go to the Clear lake Symphony website at: 
http://clearlakesymphony.org/youth_concerto.htm 

http://clearlakesymphony.org/youth_concerto.htm
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Special Features    

  
Clear Lake Area Symphony Society
      
CLASS is a group of volunteers who assists with concert production on a regular 
basis, assuming the responsibilities for box office, receptions, promotion, and Ad 
sales.  For more information, call Sherrie Matula (281) 486-0224.  For more 
information or to become a CLASS member go to: 
http://clearlakesymphony.org/class.htm .

Special Contribution Recognition
       

The Clear Lake Symphony recognizes those patrons who donate $100 or more by 
including their names in the Hall of Honor section of our subscription concert 
programs and on the Symphony web site.  The six categories as listed below are:

Underwriter -- $2500 or more
       Sponsor -- $1000 to $2499

Benefactor -- $500 to $999
        Patron -- $300 t0 $499
          Donor -- $200 to $299
          Friend -- $100 to $199

We thank our donors!
Your support helps the Clear Lake Symphony

present classical music for the residents of the Bay Area!

Make checks payable to: "Clear Lake 
Symphony". All contributions can be mailed to:

Clear Lake Symphony
Attn: Betty Wall
P. O. Box 890582

Houston, TX 77289-0582 Scan QR Code to make a 
One-Time, Monthly or 

Yearly Donation by PayPal

The Clear Lake Symphony is a non-profit organization with a 501 c(3) status with the 
IRS.  All contributions are tax deductible.

Or

Clear Lake Symphony encourages donations of $200 or 
more to be made by check.  This increases the value of 
your donation by not incurring a PayPal processing fee.

http://clearlakesymphony.org/class.htm
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Join us to celebrate our 50th Anniversary Season with 
the Clear Lake Symphony!  Individual concert tickets for  
the 2024 - 2025 Season are currently available from  EYE 
TRENDS, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to 
Starbucks), (cash or checks only). Tickets are also 
available at the concert ticket table the night of the 
concert. 

If you would no longer like to receive future emails, please forward this email to webmaster@clearlakesymphony.org  & insert “Unsubscribe” in the Subject field.
This email was sent by: 
Mike Matula, Clear Lake Symphony Webmaster

2025 - 2026 Season Schedule & Tickets
Fall “Pops”

September 19, 2025

Star Spangled Banner - arr. Damrosh
Hands Across the Sea - Sousa

“Showboat” Highlights - arr. Bourdon
Morning, Noon, and Night in

Vienna - von Suppe
Music from “Jaws” -arr. Cacavas

Moon River - arr. Moss
Premier Piece - Kasinger

Waltz from “Sleeping Beauty” - Rosenhaus
Cityscapes - arr. Lewis
Malaguena - arr. Groffe

Curtain Up! - arr. Krogstad
Blue Tango - Anderson

mailto:webmaster@clearlakesymphony.org
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Hall of Honor
Patrons as of October 24, 2024

UNDERWRITERS
($2500 & up)

SPONSORS
($1000 - 2499)

BENEFACTORS
($500 - 999)

PATRONS
($300 - 499)

DONORS
($200 - 299)

FRIENDS
($100 - 199)

Blanche Stastny Foundation
Anonymous
Chevron Matching Gifts (David and Cynthia Neal)
George and Mary Josephine Hamman Foundation
David and Cynthia Neal
Evan Bauman
C. Y. Cheng and Tomoco Cheng
Harry and Marion Hulen
Sheryl Kaufman
Dana Puddy
Naomi Smith
Alice Steele
Jacqueline Buskop
Lonnie and Alison Cox
GulfSouth Pipeline – Matching Gift (Randall Young and Mari Stockard-Young)
Sharon and Russell Hall
LyondellBasell Matching Gifts (Keith and Kathleen Vogel)
Arlene Laughter
Martha McDade
George Macke and Ida Diamond Foundation
Mike and Sherrie Matula
John and April Montgomery
Mahvash Norsat, in memory of Alfred Kerendian
Robert Ruplenas
Travis and Lynn Sparks
Pat Swartley
Keith and Kathleen Vogel
Randall Young and Mari Stockard-Young

Rena Bozak and Vincent Berend
Phillip and Carol Burley
Brent and Elizabeth Cochran
Mary Ruth Greenwell
Cindy and David Kuenneke
Erwin and Dagmar Meeh
Cynthia Nguyen
Joan Peeples
Lynn and Rich Place
Joseph Spence
Walter Swartz and Debra Price
Ronald and Barbara Weitenhagen

Rosalie Bates
Wayne and Stephanie Buhrer
Roy and Doris Hood
Micki and Mark Kasinger
Joe  and Laurie Labra
Faith Leyva
Natalie and Albert Ong, in memory of Isabel Konradi
Robert and Karen Rumford
Terry and Sheila Torrance

Nancy Bradley and Chris Mays
Ralph and Sylvia Eguren
Ben Fredeking Glisan, Sr.
Aaron Serwetman
Robert and Betty Wall, in memory of John Sweitzer
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